
 

Lesson Essential Question: How do famous artist use color harmony?  
Standards: 
9.1.3 The skills, techniques, elements and principles of the arts can be learned, 
studied, refined and practiced.  
9.1.3 Artists use tools and resources as well as their own experiences and skills to 
create art.  
9.2.3 The arts provide a medium to understand and exchange ideas.   
9.3.3 There are formal and informal processes used to assess the quality of works in 
the arts.  
9.4.3 People use both aesthetic and critical processes to assess quality, interpret 
meaning and determine value.  
 
Anchors: 
 R5.A.1.3  Make inferences, draw conclusions, and make generalizations based on 
text. 
 R5.A.1.1  Identify and interpret the meaning of vocabulary. 
 
Assessment Prompts: 
Previewing/Acceleration:  (Build prior knowledge):   Individual Power Points for each artist. 
There will be 6 powerpoints at the tables set up on notebooks. Each table will focus on one 
artist and how they use color: Jackson Pollock, Josef Albers, Helen Frankenthaler, Mark 
Rothko, Bridget Riley, Jim Dine 
 

Activating Strategies:  (Link to prior knowledge): Question Table Sort: Students will 
review Color harmony by finding the answer to the question given them- used as a means for 
sorting into groups. They will find the table that has the answer to their question and sit 
there. 
 

EATES Lesson 



Teaching Strategies: 

     

 
1.  Greet Students in the hallway: 
Explain: We have a specail lesson today and before we get 
started you will be given a card that has your ART ROLE 
(art teacher, producer, project manager, creative director, 
production assistant) & a QUESTION (written below). 
 It’s the question that you will need to focus on now- all of 
the tables have an answer hanging over them- you need to 
find the answer to your question THIS IS WHERE YOU 
WILL BE WORKING TODAY. This lesson is going to be so 
special you won't even care who is in your group! 
 
[First 6 students] You will be the ART TEACHERS you 
have a job IMMEDIATELY when you get in the room- you 
need to log-in to the notebooks and follow the instuction 
sheet on your table. 
[Questions: 
-Who uses color harmony? - everyone 
-What is the function of the color wheel? -to help you find 
color schemes 
How do you use color harmony everyday?- when your 
getting dressed 
-How can you find a triadic color scheme on the color 
wheel? - use the equlateral triangle to find the evenly 
spaced colors 
-How would you classify a red, red-orange, and orange 
color scheme? - analogous 
- What makes monochromatic different from all the other 
color schemes? - its uses only one color] 
  
When most of the student's have found their seat HAVE 
STUDENTS FLIP OVER THEIR ROLE CARDS to check to 
see if everyone has the same question- if not that student 
needs to "find a better answer".  
2. [While art teacher is pulling up artist powerpoint] 
Teacher will give the intro: 
Now that we have studied all the color schemes-analogous, 
split-complimentary, monochromatic, triadic (point to word 
wall) its time to go a step further with color harmony.Today 
each table is going research and get to know one particular 
artist and how he/she uses  color harmony!  
 
Right now your art teacher is pulling up ALL YOU NEED 
TO KNOW about your artist on the notebooks. You will go 
through the powerpoint as a group- everyone needs to 
learn- and at the end AS A GROUP fill in this graphic 
organizer about your artist's style and color. (hold up one 
table's sheet) Your's will all look similar to this- it’s the 
project manager's job to be the scribe for the group.  
 
You will also notice at the end of your table A MYSTERY 
BOX! DON'T OPEN IT YET! You'll find out later on- the 

Assessment Prompts 
Graphic Organizer on the artist and 
he/she's use of color 
 
 
 
Scaffolding & Support: 
-Students will be supported by 
working with group members 
-Power Points are structured to 
highlight important information 
(bold text & large text) 
-Graphic Organizer focuses 
students in on important 
information 
 
For lower performing classes- 
approach classroom teacher about 
assigning groups 
 
 
Challenge: 
-Students will research/learn about 
an individual artist in depth 
themselves ( using given Power 
Point,  students have to look for 
specific information about that 
artist: how they use color, describe 
what their style looks like.) 
-Bloom's Taxonomy Activity: 
(Analysis) Gain knowledge of an 
artist and using new knowleged to 
(synthesis) create a product based 
on research and experimentation. 
 



contents of that box will help you make a group work 
inspired by your artist. (Hold up big watercolor paper/poster 
board at one table) FLIP OVER YOUR QUESTIONS NOW 
AND READ WHAT YOUR ROLE IS FOR YOUR TABLE. 
 ROLES: 
Art Teacher- in charge of leading the group through the 
powerpoint and having the group answer any questions, 
making sure that the group stays true to the artist's style 
Project Manager- In charge of keeping track of the time and 
if there is no production assistant also manage the 
materials.  
Producer- makes sure everyone is on task and participating  
Creative Director- in charge of bringing out everyone's 
creative ideas and makes the final call on what the piece 
will look like.  
Production Assistant- In charge of materials for the group 
 
3. RESEARCH TIME: 3 MINUTES 
Teacher will briefly explain that they have 3 minutes to 
research- go through power point and fill in graphic 
organizer. (Timer on screen set at 3 minutes) 
Teacher will walk around to make sure all power points are 
in slide-show format and everyone in the group can see. 
4. MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION: 5 MINUTES 
Teacher will briefly explain that now is the time for students 
to open up their box, explore the materials, and experiment 
to learn about them. Emphasize:  
- think about your artist 
- how did they use the materials? 
- What do you remember from your research on how they 
worked? 
- Talk about what colors they used with your group 
memebers 
 
Teacher will walk around to make sure students are fully 
exploring all contents of the box, give hints (jackson 
pollock- stress not whipping paint aroudn, helen 
frankenthaler's group- use hands, josef albers-lay different 
colors next to each other, jim dine- stress quick sketchy 
qualites and outlining, bridget riley- talk about color moving, 
mark rothko- thick layering, pressing hard with pastels) 
 
5. WORK TIME: 10 MINUTES 
Teacher will briefly explain that now they MUST start on 
planning/discussing/working on their group piece. They 
only have 10 minutes- project manager should be watching 
time. 
 
Teacher will walk around and stress (ask creative director 
in each group): Did you stop and think about what the artist 
was trying to accomplish? SLOW DOWN, THINK, & 
DISCUSS with your group. 
 



6. FINISHING TOUCHES: 5 MINUTES 
Teacher will briefly explain that if the group hasn't already- 
EVERYBODY STOP AND THINK AS A GROUP- did you 
use color the way your artist did? This is time for finishing 
touches, making corrections.  
 
Teacher will get rags ready in back sink.  
 
7. CLEAN-UP: 5 MINUTES 
Teacher will explain that on the inside of every box lid are 
SPECIFIC instructions for clean-up. Everybody has a job.  
EMPHASIZE: At the end of clean-up this is what your table 
should look like- table clean, artwork in the middle on 
cardboard, graphic organizer out next to artwork, materials 
box under table. 
 
Teacher will give out table points to groups that are clean-
up quickly but also who are walking and working together.  
 
6. SHARING: 5 MINUTES 
Token Response Activity: Teacher will explain each the 
meaning of each token. 
HEART: Give this to the piece that you love BECAUSE of 
the color harmony- you think the use of color is so 
PLEASING TO THE EYE that you'd want it hanging over 
your couch so you could see it everyday. 
 
MONEY: Give this token to the piece that you think the 
color harmony and style is so good it would MAKE YOU 
MILLIONS. This is the piece you this the public will love 
and would be willing to pay a lot of money for if it went up 
FOR AUCTION.  
 
MUSEUM: Museums hang art that is really important- its 
creative and innovative- give this to the piece that is doing 
something CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE WITH COLOR. 
This is the piece that would educate the public on how to 
use color.  
 
Remember to think about the color harmony in each 
artwork! 
 
Teacher can go around and lay tokens down on art works 
that may not have a lot of tokens.  
  

Extending Thinking: 
Students will have to analyze how their specific artist 
used color harmony in their work. They will apply that 
knowledge by creating a group work that imitates that 
artist style and explains their use of color.  
Students will fill in a graphic organizer before beginning 

Share: 
Token Response : 
Each student will have a  
Heart - love the piece 
Museum- hang in a gallery 
Money- its worth a lot of money 



Teacher:   H. Tate & B. Monn- 2011                           Unit:  Color 

Extending Thinking: 
Students will have to analyze how their specific artist 
used color harmony in their work. They will apply that 
knowledge by creating a group work that imitates that 
artist style and explains their use of color.  
Students will fill in a graphic organizer before beginning 
their group artwork. [Attached] 

Share: 
Token Response : 
Each student will have a  
Heart - love the piece 
Museum- hang in a gallery 
Money- its worth a lot of money 
 
Student will go on a gallery walk 
to see the other group's work 
and their graphic organizers. 
They will leave their token 
responses next to the work.  

Summarizing Strategy: (students answer LEQ):  Token Response Activity: Studnets will lay 
down tokens at each piece because of the way the artist uses color.   
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Mark	  
Rothko	  

No.	  13	  (White,	  Red	  on	  Yellow),	  1958	  

	  image:	  Ih5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true	  

How	  would	  
	  you	  describe	  Rothko’s	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Rothko	  use	  

Color?	  

Jackson	  
Pollock	  

Un6tled,	  1948-‐49	  

	  image:	  Ih5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true	  

How	  would	  
	  you	  describe	  Pollock’s	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Pollock	  use	  

Color?	  

Josef	  
Albers	  

Hommage	  	  au	  Carre,	  1965	  

	  image:	  h5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true	  

How	  would	  
	  you	  describe	  Albers’	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Albers	  use	  

Color?	  

Helen	  
Frankenthaler	  

Small’s	  Paradise,	  1964	  

	  image:	  h5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true	  

How	  would	  you	  describe	  
Frankenthaler’s	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Frankenthaler	  use	  

Color?	  

Bridget	  
Riley	  

En6ce	  2,	  1974	  

	  image:h5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true#	  

How	  would	  
	  you	  describe	  Riley’s	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Riley	  use	  

Color?	  

Jim	  
Dine	  

No.	  13	  (White,	  Red	  on	  Yellow),	  1958	  

	  image:	  Ih5p://library.artstor.org/library/iv2.html?parent=true	  

How	  would	  
	  you	  describe	  Dine’s	  	  

Style?	  

How	  does	  Dine	  use	  

Color?	  
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Jim Dine 

An	  American	  Pop	  ar-st	  	  

Born	  in	  1935	  
(76	  years	  old	  today!)	  	   Self	  portrait	  next	  to	  a	  colored	  window,	  1964	  

Hearts	  and	  a	  Watercolor,	  1969	  

Jim Dine creates POP ART 
This means that he draw/paints/sculpts  
everyday objects or common symbols  

Notice how he uses 
thick black lines  in 
his drawings that act 
like outlines to frame 
his BRIGHT colors 

Jim’s S t y l e  Fourteen	  Color	  Woodcut,	  1982	  

Some-mes	  he	  
would	  use	  just	  
the	  primary	  
colors	  

Flesh	  Tie,	  1961	  

Double	  Apple	  PaleBe,	  1965	  

The	  ,tle	  of	  this	  piece	  is	  	  
Double	  Isometric	  Self	  Portrait.	  

What	  does	  this	  tell	  you	  about	  the	  
objects	  in	  Jim	  Dine’s	  pain,ngs?	  

hCp://www.leninimports.com/jim_dine.html	  

  “His repeated use of familiar and 
personally significant objects, such as 
a robe, hands, tools, and hearts, is 

a signature of his art” 

Jim	  Dine	  used	  A	  LOT	  of	  color	  

UnFtled	  (Dutch	  Hearts),	  	  1970	  

ANALOGOUS 
Bright Colors 
ROYGBIV 

hCp://www.1001windows.org/visualdiary/?p=48	  

Many 
BRIGHT 
colors all 
at once 

Now its your turn! 
Use	  what	  you	  now	  know	  about	  Jim	  Dine	  
to	  create	  a	  pain,ng	  like	  his.	  	  

-‐  Use	  the	  materials	  at	  your	  table	  
-‐  There	  are	  test	  papers	  for	  you	  to	  experiment	  with	  the	  

materials	  before	  you	  create	  your	  finished	  piece.	  

Remember:	  Color	  harmony	  isn’t	  just	  following	  the	  
color	  schemes	  (analogous,	  monochroma,c,	  triadic,	  complimentary)	  but	  

what	  looks	  “pleasing	  to	  the	  eyes”	  


